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Overview

Your company is about to send a proposal to its biggest potential client, 
MegaCorp. Getting this business would set your organization on a path 
toward sector domination but losing the contract might send it into 
bankruptcy! Because the stakes are so high, your boss has selected your 
team to conduct a final review of the materials to make sure that 
everything is rhetorically sound and error-free. The only problem is, the 
proposal needs to be sent out in 15 minutes! Put your thinking caps on 
and put your noses to the grindstone. The clock is ticking!

Like many, I do not assign a final exam in my professional writing courses, 
instead, opting for a large project that takes up half of the semester. This 
Escape Room assignment can stand in, as a fun alternative, for an end-of-
semester exam in order to make sure that, beyond these larger projects, 
students have fully grasped the writing strategies, rhetorical strategies, 
and grammar lessons that we have been teaching throughout the 
semester.





Sample Puzzle #1

Identify the primary 
stasis being argued in 
this article excerpt: 

1. Action

2. Jurisdiction

3. Definition.



Sample Quiz #1
Envelope #1 (incorrect answer to Puzzle #1)

Q: The correct punctuation after the opening salutation in a business letter is a #1. semicolon, #2. comma, #3. colon?

(If the students select envelope #1 or #2 (the incorrect answers) the index card inside the envelope will read, “Try 
again." If the student select envelope #3 (the correct answer) the index card inside the envelope will read, “Correct. 
However, you answered Puzzle #1 incorrectly. Return to Puzzle #1 and try again.”)

Envelope #2 (correct answer to Puzzle #1)

Q: Identify the correctly paired English & Greek rhetorical appeals: #1. Ethos/Logic, Pathos/Emotion, Logos/Credibility; 
#2. Logos/Logic, Ethos/Credibility, Pathos/Emotion; #3. Pathos/Logic, Ethos/Emotion, Logos/Credibility. 

(If the students select envelope #1 or #3 (the incorrect answers) the index card inside the envelope will read, “Try 
again." If the student select envelope #2 (the correct answer) the index card inside the envelope will read, “Correct. 
Continue to Puzzle #2!”) 

Envelope #3 (incorrect answer to Puzzle #1)

Q: The most important section of a résumé is the #1. education section, the #2 work experience section, the #3 top 
third of the first page?

(If the students select envelope #1 or #2 (the incorrect answers) the index card inside the envelope will read, “Try 
again." If the student select envelope #3 (the correct answer) the index card inside the envelope will read, “Correct. 
However, you answered Puzzle #1 incorrectly. Return to Puzzle #1 and try again.”)
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